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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAGR, AR 

SUBJECT: MEAT INSPECTION 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 2586 

1 . WE APPRECIATE THE INFORMATION PROVIDED IN REFTEL AND 
DESIRE FURTHER INFORMATION ON ARGENTINE MEAT INSPECTION. 
REQUEST EMBASSY CONTACT ARGENTINE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
AT HIGHEST APPROPRIATE LEVEL TO ASCERTAIN WHAT STEPS HAVE 
NOW BEEN TAKEN TO CORRECT PROBLEMS IDENTIFIED DURING MARCH. 
MEASURES COULD INCLUDE: 

A. MINISTRY COULD HIRE THE ALREADY TRAINED NON-GOA 
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INSPECTORS. 

B. GOA COULD TEMPORARILY CONSOLIDATE GOA INSPECTORS INTO 
THOSE PLANTS ACTIVELY EXPORTING TO THE UNITED STATES AND 
DELIST THE PLANTS THAT ARE NOT EXPORTING TO U.S. 

C. GOA COULD TEMPORARILY REDUCE THE RATE OF SLAUGHTER TO 
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A LEVEL WHERE EXISTING GOA INSPECTORS COULD PERFORM INSPEC- 
TION. APHIS FEELS ABOVE SUGGESTIONS COULD BE IMPLEMENTED 
IMMEDIATELY BY GOA. 

2. CONTINUANCE OF INSPECTION BY NON-GOA INSPECTORS IS 
UNACCEPTABLE. 

3. PI .EASE REPORT RESULTS OF EMBASSY APPROACH TO GOA. 

WHEN WE HAVE FULL REPORT ON GOA ACTION ALREADY TAKEN APHIS 
AND OTHER WASHINGTON AGENCIES WILL CONSIDER FURTHER STEPS 
THAT MAY BE NECESSARY. 

4. FOR EMBASSY'S BACKGROUND: APHIS/USDA FOREIGN PROGRAMS 
OFFICERS DISCUSSED VARIANCES IN GOA'S DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE S POLICY ON INSPECTOR STAFFING OF MEAT PLANTS 
THAT EXPORT TO THE UNITED STATES IN DETAIL DURING MARCH 
VISIT WITH MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, CADENAS MADARIAGA AND 
DIRECTOR GENERAL, DR. FEDERICO E. GONZALES GREY. 

ARGENTINES WERE INFORMED THAT APHIS FOREIGN PROGRAMS 
OFFICERS’ DUTY IS TO OBSERVE AND REPORT AND THAT THIS 
VARIANCE WOULD BE REPORTED TO APHIS FOREIGN PROGRAMS STAF 
IN WASHINGTON, D.C. WHERE DECISION WOULD BE MADE ON ACTION 
TO BE TAKEN. GOA WAS INFORMED THAT THE PLANTS COULD BE 
REMOVED FROM THE U.S. EXPORT LIST. 

5. THE FOREIGN PROGRAMS OFFICER ALSO INFORMED THE MINISTER 
OF AGRICULTURE AND DIRECTOR GENERAL THAT A SIMILAR 
INSPECTOR STAFFING PROBLEM HAD OCCURRED APPROXIMATELY TWO 
YEARS AGO AND THAT TO OUR KNOWLEDGE WAS CORRECTED AT THAT 
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TIME, AFTER THE APHIS/FOREIGN PROGRAMS OFFICERS MET WITH 
GOA FORMER MINISTERS OF AGRICULTURE AND FINANCE. 

6. APHIS FOREIGN PROGRAMS STAFF HAS RECEIVED A COPY OF 
THE DECREE WHICH PROMISES THE HIRING OF ADDITIONAL GOA 
INSPECTORS, HOWEVER, THIS STILL DOES NOT SOLVE THE 
PROBLEM. CONCRETE STEPS ALONG THE LINES OUTLINED IN 
PARA. 1 ABOVE REMAIN NECESSARY. 

VANCE 
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